
2015-16 Missouri S&T Athletics in Review  

 

Team Accomplishments 
 

-Baseball team reached the championship round of the NCAA Division II Midwest Regional, winning four 

games at the tournament – including wins over the top two seeds -- and a school record 39 on the season.  S&T 

also won the championship in the Great Lakes Valley Conference West Division for the third time in six years. 

-Baseball team had winning streaks of eight games (a school record to start a season) and seven during the 

course of the season.  S&T’s winning percentage of .672 tied the best mark in the GLVC this season. 

-Swimming team placed second at the GLVC Championships and 13th at the NCAA Division II 

Championships, as it posted its highest total at the conference meet of 761.5 points since the GLVC began 

sponsoring a championship in that sport. 

-All eight members of the Miner swimming team that qualified for the national meet earned All-America 

honors. 

-Missouri S&T won eight titles at the GLVC Championships, winning the 50-, 100-, 200- and 500-yard 

freestyle, 100- and 200-yard breaststroke and 400- and 800-yard freestyle relays. 

-Men’s soccer team reached the semifinals of the GLVC Tournament, falling to eventual national semifinalist 

Rockhurst in that round.  The Miners hosted a first-round game in the conference tournament for the first time 

since 2010 and defeated Saint Joseph’s 5-4 in a penalty kick shootout to advance. 

-Men’s soccer team finished with a 10-8-2 record, the most wins in a season since 2011 and its 9-5-1 GLVC 

record was its best since 2010. 

-Volleyball team recorded a 22-11 record and finished second in the GLVC West Division at 13-5. The 22 wins 

were the second-most in a season in school history and the Lady Miners finished with an undefeated home 

record on the season for the first time in program history at 11-0.  

-Volleyball team reached the GLVC Tournament for the fifth consecutive year. 

-Men’s track & field team placed third at the GLVC Indoor Championships and fourth at the league’s outdoor 

meet. 

-Men’s track & field swept the individual titles in the pole vault at the GLVC meets, marking the sixth time 

S&T has won both the indoor and outdoor titles in the same season since joining the GLVC.  The indoor pole 

vault title was the sixth in succession for the Miners. 

-Football team finished third in the GLVC, which included a win over an eight-win McKendree team during the 

season.  

-Men’s basketball team went 6-0 in December – including the team’s first win over Drury in 21 seasons – 

posting its first undefeated month of at least five wins for just the second time in school history. 

-Men’s cross country team had a second place finish among the 16 college division teams at the Southern 

Stampede and had top-five finishes in two other meets during the season. 

-Women’s track & field team finished seventh at the GLVC Indoor Championships and eighth outdoors. 

-Women’s track & field swept the individual GLVC championships in the pole vault, the sixth time S&T has 

won both women’s pole vault titles in the same season in the 11 years it has been a member of the league. 

-Women’s basketball team held three GLVC opponents under 50 points for the first time in four seasons and 

two under 45 for the first time since the 2007-08 campaign. 

-Softball team recorded its highest win total since the 2010 season and had its highest run total in a game since 

1983 when it scored 20 in a win over Lincoln. 

-Women’s cross country team had three fourth place finishes at meets during the 2015 season, headed by that 

finish among 20 teams in the college division at the Southern Stampede. 

-Women’s soccer team recorded a tie against GLVC Tournament qualifier McKendree and finished tied for 

seventh in the conference in saves. 

 

 

 



Institutional Accomplishments 
 

-Missouri S&T’s softball team were named as recipients of the GLVC Student-Athlete Advisory Committee’s 

sportsmanship award during the season, marking the third consecutive year that the softball team has earned the 

award.  

-Missouri S&T held a “Make-A-Wish” event where a child received his wish to go to Disney World.  The event 

was attended by a large percentage of S&T’s student-athletes and coaches as well as university personnel. 

 

Individual Accomplishments 
 

-All-America performers: 10 – Dakota Anderson (swimming), Miguel Chavez (swimming), Jon Glaser 

(swimming), Krista Haslag (volleyball), Ryan McGuire (men’s track & field), Kevin McPherson (swimming), 

Morgan Meyer (swimming), Ethan Shih (swimming), Keith Sponsler (swimming). 

-All-Region selections: 16 – Eduardo Abichabki (men’s soccer), Felipe Andrade (men’s soccer), Camille Baker 

(women’s track & field), Aaron Bedsworth (baseball), Cody Durand (men’s track & field), Piotr Gal (men’s 

track & field), Krista Haslag (volleyball), Ryan McGuire (men’s track & field), Eli Miller (baseball), Jack 

Miller (men’s track & field), Tyler Percy (men’s track & field), Lucas Rosenbaum (men’s track & field), Skyler 

Ruszkowski (women’s track & field), Peter Simpson (men’s track & field), Jaren Underwood (men’s track & 

field), Amanda Wetzel (women’s track & field). 

-All-GLVC selections: 44 (9 football, 9 swimming, 7 men’s track & field, 7 women’s track & field, 6 baseball, 

4 men’s soccer, 2 volleyball). 

-GLVC swimming champions: Miguel Chavez, Jon Glaser, Kevin McPherson, Morgan Meyer, Eirik Nielsen, 

Keith Sponsler. 

-GLVC men’s track & field champions: Ryan McGuire, Jack Miller. 

-GLVC women’s track & field champion: Amanda Wetzel. 

-GLVC Player of the Week awards: 13 – Eduardo Abichabki (men’s soccer), Camille Baker (women’s track & 

field), Landon Compton (football), Keith Coulson (baseball, named twice), Spencer Elrod (football), Krista 

Haslag (volleyball), Ryan McGuire (men’s track & field), Gracey Moon (volleyball), Jackie Pyles (volleyball, 

named twice), Tyler Swart (football), Austin Truvillion (football). 

-Swimming coach Doug Grooms was named as the GLVC’s “Coach of the Year” for the 2015-16 season. 

-Keith Sponsler (swimming) finished seventh in the 200-yard freestyle at the NCAA Division II Championships 

and led off the 200-yard freestyle relay team that included Jon Glaser, Dakota Anderson and Morgan Meyer that 

finished sixth. Sponsler also set GLVC records in the 50- and 200-yard freestyle events. 

-S&T’s 800-yard freestyle relay team (swimming) of Kevin McPherson, Jon Glaser, Eirik Nielsen and Keith 

Sponsler had a fifth place finish the NCAA Division II Championships. 

-Jon Glaser (swimming) finished seventh in the 500-yard freestyle at the NCAA Championships, as did Miguel 

Chavez in the 200-yard breaststroke.  Chavez set new GLVC records in the 100- and 200-yard breaststroke. 

-S&T’s 200-yard freestyle relay team set a new GLVC record in the event of 1:19.92. 

-Baseball coach Todd DeGraffenreid was named as the GLVC’s “Coach of the Year” for the 2016 season. 

-Nick Ulrich, Tyler Bodenstab and Trevor Karbowski (all baseball) were named to the NCAA Division II All-

Midwest Regional team. 

-Eli Miller (baseball), who finished second in the GLVC in hitting, led the conference in triples with eight and 

tied for the league lead in stolen bases with 24.  The eight triples were the eighth-most in NCAA Division II. 

-Keith Coulson (baseball) tied for the GLVC lead in wins with 10 as he became the second pitcher in school 

history to win at least 10 games in a season.  He was 14th in NCAA Division II in wins in 2016. 

-Nick Ulrich (baseball) finished 23rd in NCAA Division II with 63 runs batted in. 

-Aaron Bedsworth (baseball) finished 16th in NCAA Division II with seven complete games. 

-Ethan Krenning (baseball) finished 23rd in NCAA Division II with nine saves. 

-Ryan McGuire (men’s track & field) finished fifth in the pole vault at the NCAA Division II Indoor Track & 

Field Championships and also competed in the NCAA’s outdoor meet. 

 



-Tyler Percy (men’s track & field) earned a berth to the NCAA Division II Indoor Track & Field 

Championships in the 800-meter run, while Piotr Gal (men’s track & field) and Skyler Ruszkowski (women’s 

track & field) earned berths to the NCAA’s Outdoor Championships. 

-Braxton Graham (football) led the GLVC in punt return average with 15.6 yards per return, which ranked 

fourth in NCAA Division II. 

-Rob Cidlik (football) led the GLVC in quarterback sacks with nine and was also tied for third in the league in 

tackles for a loss.  He finished 23rd in NCAA Division II in sacks. 

-Nate Brown (football) ranked 17th in NCAA Division II for forced fumbles. 

-Rokas Paulauskas (men’s basketball) led the GLVC in offensive rebounds with 3.2 per game, a mark that 

ranked him 30th in NCAA Division II. 

-Krista Haslag (volleyball) finished sixth in NCAA Division II in total blocks and 15th in blocks per set, while 

Jackie Pyles (volleyball) was 23rd in total digs in Division II. 

 

 

School Record Performances 

 

Individual records: 
-Tyler Bodenstab (baseball): Broke single season record for hits (82), runs scored (60) and career records for 

hits (227), runs (156), stolen bases (68) and games played (197). 

-Eli Miller (baseball): Set the single season record for triples (8) and became the first Miner in 15 years to finish 

a season with a .400 batting average.  He also tied the single-season record for stolen bases with 24. 

-Nick Ulrich (baseball): Established new single season records for home runs (10) and runs batted in (63) and 

broke the career record for defensive assists (418). 

-Keith Coulson (baseball): Set the single season record with three shutouts and set a new mark with 20 

consecutive scoreless innings pitched. 

-Lance Portwood (baseball): Set a new single season mark for putouts (435) and extended his career record to 

1,422, while finishing with the best fielding percentage for a career at .992. 

-Ryan Lawhead (men’s soccer): Set the single season record for assists with nine. 

-James Holloway (men’s soccer): Established a new career record with a 1.09 goals against average. 

-Keith Sponsler (swimming): Set new school records in the 50-yard freestyle (19.93), 100-freestyle (43.98) and 

200-freestyle (1:36.54). 

-Miguel Chavez (swimming): Established new records in the 100-yard breaststroke (54.30) and 200-

breaststroke (1:56.99) 

-Tyler Percy (men’s track & field): Set a new record in the indoor 800-meters (1:52.34). 

-John Karsten (men’s track & field): Set new records in the indoor shot put (51-11¾) and weight throw (58-1). 

-Jaren Underwood (men’s track & field): Set a new record in the outdoor triple jump (48-2¾). 

-Piotr Gal (men’s track & field): Established a new school record in the decathlon (6,784 points). 

-Kyra Slemp (softball): Set the career record for defensive assists (450). 

-Monica Weiss (softball): Tied the single game record with three doubles. 

-Camille Baker (women’s track & field): Set new records in the indoor 60-meter hurdles (9.18), indoor 

pentathlon (3.262 points) and outdoor heptathlon (4,631 points). 

-Anne Massey (women’s track & field): Posted a school record in the indoor 55-meter hurdles (8.55). 

-Katelyn Fricke (women’s track & field): Set a new school record in the outdoor 5,000-meters (18:19.90). 

-Krista Haslag (volleyball): Set records for block assists in a five-set match (11) 

Tied the record for solo blocks in a four-set match (3) and five-set match (2) 

-Gracey Moon (volleyball): Tied the record for solo blocks in a five-set match (2). 

-Jackie Pyles (volleyball): Set a new single season record for digs (671). 

-Carlie Combs (volleyball): Tied the single game record for kills in a four-set match (21). 

-Alexis White (volleyball): Set a new single game record for assists in a five-set match (64). 

 

 

 



Team records: 
-Baseball: Set new single season records for wins (39), runs scored (381), hits (583), triples (27), runs batted in 

(321), stolen bases (81), double plays turned (52) and tied the single-season mark for strikeouts (318).   S&T 

ranked fifth nationally in triples and 11th in double plays turned. 

-Swimming: New records were set in the 400-yard medley relay (3:15.34 by team of Ethan Shih, Miguel 

Chavez, Eirik Nielsen and Keith Sponsler) and 200-yard freestyle relay (1:19.92 by team of Dakota Anderson, 

Sponsler, Jon Glaser and Morgan Meyer). 

-Softball: Set a new record for runs scored in an inning (12) and a single game (20), while also setting a single 

game mark for doubles (6). 

-Volleyball: Set new single-game records for kills in a five-set match (76), assists in a five-set match (73), block 

assists in a three-set match (27), attack percentage in a three-set match (.391) and block assists in a season 

(455).  Team also allowed the fewest points ever in a three-set match (43 vs. Saint Joseph’s). 

 

Academic Accomplishments 
 

-GLVC All-Academic awards: 144 

 

-ADA Academic Achievement awards: 54 

 

-Capital One Academic All-America awards: 6 -- Krista Haslag (volleyball, first team), Ryan Lawhead (men’s 

soccer, first team), Keith Sponsler (swimming, first team), Nick Ulrich (baseball, third team), Miguel Chavez 

(swimming, third team), Tyler Percy (men’s track & field, third team). 

 

-Academic All-District awards: 8 -- Miguel Chavez (swimming), Fran Chronister (women’s cross country), Jon 

Glaser (swimming), Krista Haslag (volleyball), Josip Juric (football), Ryan Lawhead (men’s soccer), Tyler 

Percy (men’s cross country/track & field), Keith Sponsler (swimming). 

 

-GLVC Council of Presidents Academic Excellence Awards: 24 -- Ryan Bearden (baseball), Fran Chronister 

(women’s cross country/track & field), Suzy DeWael (women’s soccer), Keith Coulson (baseball), Kramer Hall 

(men’s soccer), Krista Haslag (volleyball), Scott Hendricks (football), Tyler Johnson (baseball), Josip Juric 

(football), Trevor Karbowski (baseball), Ethan Krenning (baseball), Ryan Lawhead (men’s soccer), Carrie Levy 

(women’s soccer), Meredith McGhee (women’s soccer), Gracey Moon (volleyball), Mack Preston (baseball), 

Brian Scherping (men’s cross country/track & field), Henning Schoene (men’s soccer), Dana Shannon 

(volleyball), Alyson Smith (women’s cross country/track & field), Tim Sills (men’s track & field), Keith 

Sponsler (swimming), Nick Ulrich (baseball), Allie Wood (women’s cross country/track & field). 

 

-GLVC Team Academic Awards: 4 -- Women’s cross country, men’s soccer, women’s track & field, volleyball. 

 

-GLVC Scholar-Athlete of the Year: Keith Sponsler (swimming). 

 

-CSCAA Scholar All-America Awards: 4 – Miguel Chavez, Kevin McPherson, Stuart Mossop, Keith Sponsler. 

 

*-USTFCCCA All-Academic 3 – Tyler Percy, Lucas Rosenbaum, Skyler Ruszkowski.  

 

-Swimming team earned CSCAA academic award for winter 2015 and spring 2016 semesters. 

 

-Softball team earned NFCA Scholar-Athlete award as a team in fall of 2015 and had five individuals – Rachel 

Glenn, Kelly Heckemeyer, Hannah Jokisch, Jackie Lybarger and Bethany Rader -- earn individual honors from 

the organization from the 2015 season. 

 

-Volleyball team earned AVCA team academic award. 



 

-Men’s and women’s cross country teams earned all-academic team honors from the United States Track & 

Field and Cross Country Coaches Association. 

 

-Men’s and women’s track & field teams earned all-academic team honors from the United States Track & 

Field and Cross Country Coaches Association for the fall of 2015. 

 

 


